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Assessment and Homelearning 2026/2027
Subject: Year 8 English
	Assessment and Homelearning overview                 Year 8

	Assessments this year
	Topics to revise
	Assessment Details

	AP1- November- Article Writing 
AP2- March- Narrative Writing
AP3- June- Tempest  Shakespeare Essay  




	
	Formative assessments:
Pupils will complete six formative assessments across the academic year. These will be completed in class and will not be formally reported. Teachers will use the outcomes to identify strengths and gaps in learning, address any concerns with pupils, and adapt future teaching to meet the needs of the class. 
Summative assessment:
Pupils will complete three Assessment Points (APs) across the academic year. The outcomes of these assessments will be formally reported, with progress information shared with parents/carers.
Each assessment will be completed in class and will last approximately one hour. Assessments will include a combination of multiple-choice questions, short-answer questions and extended writing tasks, allowing pupils to demonstrate their knowledge, understanding and ability to develop sustained written responses.


	Key online resources:

	
Sparx Reader: For Homelearning. Pupils need to complete 300 SRP per week. 
Sparx Reader - Home



	Curriculum information:

	Year 8 Curriculum Outline
Schemes of Learning-Formative Assessments 
1. Words That Matter – Article and letter writing, with a focus on persuasive and transactional writing. 
2. Animal Farm – Exploring Orwell’s novel through character, themes, context and writer’s methods. 
3. Short Stories – Exploring a range of short fiction, including genre, characterisation, language and structure. 
4. Poetry: Diverse Voices – Exploring different voices, identities, relationships and experiences through poetry. 
5. The Tempest – Shakespeare study exploring character, power, relationships and the supernatural. 
6. Victorian Writing – Exploring Victorian texts and developing reading, analysis and comparison skills.





	Tier 3 words:

	
Year 8 – Words That Matter
1. Metaphor 
2. Simile 
3. Rhetorical question 
4. Anaphora 
5. Discourse markers 
6. Cyclical structure 
7. Idiom 
Year 8 – Short Stories 
Sentence construction
1. Simple sentence 
2. Compound sentence 
3. Complex sentence 
4. Fragment sentence 
5. Subordinate clause 
Literary techniques
6. Simile
7. Metaphor
8. Personification
9. Pathetic fallacy
10. Visual imagery
11. Auditory imagery
12. Tactile imagery
13. Show not tell
Characterisation
14. Protagonist
15. Antagonist
Structural techniques
16. Flashback
17. Dialogue
18. Cyclical structure
19. One-line paragraph
20. Juxtaposition





	

	






	Topic:
	Week Commencing 
	Knowledge retrieval task
	Activity/ Help resource

	Words That Matter- Transactional Writing 
	
7th  September 2026
	Sparx Reader – 300 SRP: Approximately 30 minutes of reading. Pupils should read carefully and aim to achieve a high pass rate by answering the comprehension questions accurately.

	Sparx Reader - Home


	Words That Matter- Transactional Writing
	
14th September 2026
	Sparx Reader – 300 SRP: Approximately 30 minutes of reading. Pupils should read carefully and aim to achieve a high pass rate by answering the comprehension questions accurately.

Words That Matter: Learn the Phase 1 vocabulary – pervasive, exploit, engrossed, vast, transformative, underscore.
	Sparx Reader - Home


	Words That Matter- Transactional Writing
	
21st September 2026
	SRP: Approximately 30 minutes of reading. Pupils should read carefully and aim to achieve a high pass rate by answering the comprehension questions accurately.

Learn: necessary, separate, definitely, privilege, embarrass, accommodate, recommend, government, environment, pronunciation.
	Sparx Reader - Home


	Words That Matter- Transactional Writing
	28th September 2026
	Sparx Reader – 300 SRP: Approximately 30 minutes of reading. Pupils should read carefully and aim to achieve a high pass rate by answering the comprehension questions accurately.

Words That Matter: Learn the Phase 2 vocabulary – collective, impressionable, enhance, nuanced, fatigue, transformative
	Sparx Reader - Home


	Words That Matter- Transactional Writing
	5th October 2026
	Sparx Reader – 300 SRP: Approximately 30 minutes of reading. Pupils should read carefully and aim to achieve a high pass rate by answering the comprehension questions accurately.

Learn: conscience, conscious, exaggerate, existence, familiar, foreign, frequently, guarantee, immediate, interrupt
	Sparx Reader - Home


	Words That Matter- Transactional Writing
	
12th October 2026
	Sparx Reader – 300 SRP: Approximately 30 minutes of reading. Pupils should read carefully and aim to achieve a high pass rate by answering the comprehension questions accurately.

Words That Matter: Learn the Tier 3 writing techniques – metaphor, simile, rhetorical question, anaphora, discourse markers, cyclical structure, idiom.
	Sparx Reader - Home


	Words That Matter- Transactional Writing
	
19th October 2026
	Sparx Reader – 300 SRP: Approximately 30 minutes of reading. Pupils should read carefully and aim to achieve a high pass rate by answering the comprehension questions accurately.

Revisit: necessary, definitely, privilege, embarrass, recommend, environment, conscience, exaggerate, guarantee, interrupt.
	Sparx Reader - Home


	Animal Farm
	
2nd November 2026


	SRP: Approximately 30 minutes of reading. Pupils should read carefully and aim to achieve a high pass rate by answering the comprehension questions accurately.

Animal Farm: Learn the key events of Chapters 1–5
	Sparx Reader - Home


	Animal Farm
	9th November 2026
	SRP: Approximately 30 minutes of reading. Pupils should read carefully and aim to achieve a high pass rate by answering the comprehension questions accurately.

Learn: aggressive, apparent, controversy, desperate, disastrous, mischievous, opportunity, parliament, possession, relevant.
	Sparx Reader - Home


	Animal Farm
	16th November 2026
	SRP: Approximately 30 minutes of reading. Pupils should read carefully and aim to achieve a high pass rate by answering the comprehension questions accurately.

Animal Farm: Learn the characters Napoleon, Snowball, Squealer and Boxer, including what each is like.
	Sparx Reader - Home


	Animal Farm
	23rd November 2026
	SRP: Approximately 30 minutes of reading. Pupils should read carefully and aim to achieve a high pass rate by answering the comprehension questions accurately.

Revisit: separate, accommodate, government, pronunciation, familiar, immediate, aggressive, mischievous, opportunity, possession.
	Sparx Reader - Home


	Animal Farm 

	30th November 2026
	SRP: Approximately 30 minutes of reading. Pupils should read carefully and aim to achieve a high pass rate by answering the comprehension questions accurately.

Animal Farm: Learn the Seven Commandments and what they reveal about the animals' original ideals.
	Sparx Reader - Home


	Animal Farm
	7th December 2026
	SRP: Approximately 30 minutes of reading. Pupils should read carefully and aim to achieve a high pass rate by answering the comprehension questions accurately.

Revisit: necessary, privilege, embarrass, recommend, conscience, exaggerate, guarantee, desperate, disastrous, relevant.
	Sparx Reader - Home


	Animal Farm 
	14th December 2026
	SRP: Approximately 30 minutes of reading. Pupils should read carefully and aim to achieve a high pass rate by answering the comprehension questions accurately.

Animal Farm: Learn the key vocabulary – allegory, tyrant, rebellion, harvest, corrupt, propaganda, cult of personality, treacherous – plus the key facts about George Orwell and the novel.
	Sparx Reader - Home
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