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Revision Help Sheet

Mathematics is a skills-based subject so the most useful way to prepare is to practise, practise, practise.
Please see the formulae sheet for some knowledge-based elements, formulae and facts you need to

remember.

Be Organised - Whether you are someone who is naturally organised or chaotic, it is worth putting in place a

structure to help you keep on top of what you are doing, for example:

e Lists of topics that you can tick off for showing you have learned/reviewed/are confident in. Colour coding

can work well.

e A record of which past papers you have already done, how you did and what specific things you need to

improve.

Matbhs is a skill in applying logic and problem-solving. The best way to improve is to practise, and practise

regularly, the table below will support you in your revision.

Exam-style questions

It is important to be aware of how questions are likely to look in an exam
so that it isn’t too confusing when you open your paper.

Puzzles and activities

In lessons you are likely to have come across a mixture of activities to
develop understanding of different topics. Consider using these in your
own revision. You might want to make something yourself, ask a teacher or
find something from a website.

What else?

Ask yourself what else a question could ask. If there was an extra part,
what might it ask? If you were writing this exam paper, how might you
make this question harder? This will allow you to get even more out of
every question.

Spot the ‘tricks’

Examiners don‘t set out to trick you but exam questions will include
elements that are likely to trip up candidates. Spend time reading through
questions and thinking about what might be the thing that would catch
out candidates. Spotting what makes a question harder is a great way of
planning how to get around the difficulty.

Calculators

Being familiar with your calculator is very important (whether it is your
personal one or a school one). Take it to all your lessons and make sure you
can use it efficiently and effectively. Always question your calculator; if your
calculator suggests a door is 30m tall, it may be worth double checking.
There is a risk that you trust your calculator more than your common sense
- the calculator will give you the correct answer to what you input but it is
easy to make mistakes in the process. Your method is still very important so
write down any calculations you do with your calculator, not just the answer.

Non-calculator
questions

Don’t be tempted to use a calculator when practising a non-calculator
question. It is easy to decide to save time by bypassing the time-consuming
process of carrying out written calculations, especially if a calculator is
sitting right there. Calculation errors and silly mistakes are very common. By
focusing on and practising calculations, even when they seem easy, you are
more likely to spot mistakes and reduce errors. Marks will be awarded for
method, so you should get used to showing clearly what you are doing.

Check your answers

Don‘t reach for the answer booklet too soon. Try putting in some self-
checking processes and seeing if you can find any mistakes yourself.
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