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Religious Studies Secondary Curriculum Intent 
The Religious Studies curriculum allows all students to explore the different faiths and cultures of our world, as well as investigating responses to ultimate questions. It is the intention of Religious Studies to explore, discover and understand this wonder diverse world. We explore the customs and beliefs of many of the world’s great faiths and we aim to understand the reasons behind their practices. We examine common ultimate questions such as the meaning of life and aim to enrich our own awareness by reflecting on the faith of others. The Religious Studies curriculum will allow students to develop a range of transferable skills such as empathy and communication which are incredibly important for them to progress through school and for future employment.

The aims of the Religious Studies Secondary Curriculum are to ensure that all pupils: 
· Develop key knowledge of the main world religions, including their key teachings and how they practice their religion in society today.
· To be able to understand role that religion plays in society and how this links to our British values, particularly that of tolerance of difference faiths and beliefs. 
· To understand key ethical issues in society today and know what the different responses are and how to develop their own responses to them. 
· To be able to confidently recall prior key knowledge and apply this to key assessments. 
· To secure long-term retention of core religious knowledge through regular, structured retrieval practice.
· To develop confident, independent learners who understand how to revise effectively using Knowledge Organisers.
· To ensure all pupils, regardless of background or need, can access and succeed in learning key religious knowledge.
· Use discussion and debate in order to learn and contribute to others’ learning; developing, extending elaborating and explaining clearly their understanding and ideas and reflecting on learning. 
· Learn to compare, analyse and evaluate different religious viewpoints throughout KS3 and KS4 to successfully draw their own conclusions from them.
· Use grammatical and exam structures appropriately at KS4 to demonstrate precise understanding supported with evidence from scared texts and key religious figures of authority. 

Implementing the intent through the Charter 
1. Check learning from last lesson previous topics has been retained through the Do It Now activities. 
2. Introduce the learning objectives of the lesson making links to the learning outcomes and success criteria for each lesson. 
3. Model key concepts and skills in explanation, evaluation and analysis to cement understanding by “I do, we do, you do” activities, through using the visualiser.
4. Model and promote oracy as a way of developing spoken and written responses, using key terminology and exam techniques. 
5. Give opportunities for debate and discussion to develop skills in communication and analysis.
6. Present subject vocabulary at the start of each topic and include it in exercise books through Knowledge Organisers. Reference it regularly in lessons and through the use of spelling tests in Do It Now activities
7. Build in regular opportunities to check for understanding during the lesson, particularly using cold calling the visualiser, so that misconceptions can be identified and addressed quicky at the point of origin. 
8. Use exit tickets to ensure knowledge has been retained throughout each lesson.
9. Ensure pupils take pride in their work and provide clear evidence in their books of development and understanding of key knowledge and exam skills. Use the visualiser in lessons to show case this work.
10. Ensure that pupils develop a method of extended writing that shows their growing mastery of functional skills. Their writing should show their developing maturity in writing for different exam style questions and assessments. 
11. Ensure long-term retention of key religious knowledge through fortnightly retrieval-based home learning tests, explicitly linked to Knowledge Organisers and curriculum sequencing.
12. Use cumulative home learning assessments to revisit prior learning across topics and key stages, supporting pupils to remember more and know more over time.
13. Provide structured feedback on home learning through green pen marking (KS3) and direct teacher feedback (KS4), enabling pupils to correct misconceptions and improve the accuracy and completeness of short-answer responses.
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