
  



Tier 2 Vocabulary: 
Asyndeton  

 

• a list of phrases which do not have an “and” before the end of 

the list. 

• It gives a sense of endlessness as if the list will continue. The 

sense that the list will not end ( there is no ‘and’ to signify the 

end) highlights the confidence of the speaker that there is 

much more to be said. 

Manipulation (noun)   

Manipulative (adjective)   

To manipulate (verb)  

• controlling someone or something to your own advantage, often unfairly or 

dishonestly 

 

Anagnorisis • the point in a play in which a principal character recognises or 

discovers the true nature of their own circumstances: 
Nihilism (noun)  
Nihilistic (adj) 

• a belief that nothing has value and that existence is useless 

apparition • a ghost or ghostlike image of a person. Paranoia  • feeling fear, anxiety and distrust without having evidence to support these 

feelings. 

aside • a remark not intended to be heard by everyone present. paradox • A paradox is a statement that may seem contradictory but can be true (or at 

least make sense). 

Allegiance • loyalty or commitment to a superior or to a group or cause. patriarchal • that men were considered to be the leaders and women their inferiors. 

Ambition • a strong desire to do or achieve something. Prophecy, Prophesies 

Prophetic 

• a prediction of what will happen in the future. 

To Avenge  • To inflict harm in return for an injury or wrong done to 

oneself or another. 
Patron • A patron is a wealthy person who will pay artists to create art 

contrast • the state of being strikingly different from something else - 

in juxtaposition 

• one being different from another 

regicide • the killing of a king (or queen) 

Dramatic irony • Dramatic Irony occurs when the audience (of a drama, film, 

play, etc.) understands something about a character's actions 

or an event but the characters do not. 

resolute • purposeful, determined, dauntless, unlikely to change your mind, or your 

opinion. 

Epithet • Epithet is the literary term for the application of a word or 

phrase to someone that describes that person's attributes or 

qualities. Often, this word or phrase, used to describe the 

person, becomes synonymous with the person and can be 

used as part of his/her name or in place of his/her name. 

sovereign • Sovereign - the ruler of King/queen of the country 

Equivocation (noun)-  
To equivocate (verb)-  

Equivocal (adj)   

• half truth, vague and unclear words 

• to use language which is unclear and deliberately misleading 

• used to describe language which is tricky and misleading 

Suspicion  • a feeling or belief that someone is guilty of an illegal, dishonest, or unpleasant 

action 

Foreboding  • =A feeling that something bad will happen Symbols and symbolism • Symbolism is when something can represent something else. 

Guilt • a feeling of having committed wrong or failed in an 

obligation. 
Tragic hero • A great or noble character who is destined or fated to fall from grace. 

Heinous (adj)   • wicked, evil, sinful. Tyrant 

Tyranny 

Tyrannous 

• a cruel and oppressive ruler - dictators, or tyrants ruled with tyranny and 

through fear. They maintained power immorally through creating terror and 

fear. 

• cruel and oppressive government or rule. 

• showing power in a cruel way 

Irrational  • not logical or reasonable 

Loyalty • giving or showing firm and constant support or allegiance to a 

person or institution. Faithful. 
Valour (noun) 

Valiant (adjective) 

• courage and noble actions in battle 

  



 


