Themes and Theories

Masculine and Feminine

Mary questions anaund manhaod
owards Madeth and Macdu® Fom thair
wives because of their deckions

Ladty Mazbeth chalenges stereotypes of
thak time

"

Power

Macbelh deeply desires power. Macbeth
ahuses his power whin ha i King to
avoid any threals. Lady Macbeth also
desies power which it not conadered a
tradticnal irall for a waman of ihis time

Ambition

Macbeth allows his amblion to
CHERWHEIN Rim and bécomes a
mirderer. LM &5 affecied by the guit of
her actons caused by har ambilian

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

+  Macbeth was most likely written in 1606, early in the reign of James |, who had been James V| of Scotland before he succeeded to the English throne in 1603.
+  Only a century earlier, England had suffered under the massive disorder of the Wars of the Roses. Civil disorder was now seenas the ultimate disaster, and also as an

ungodly state.

+ The play pays homage to the king's Scottish lineage. Additionally, the witches prophecy that Banguo will found a line of kings is a clear nod to James's family's claim to have
descended from the historical Banquo.

+ The theme of bad versus good kingship, embadied by Macbeth and Duncan, respectively, would have resonated at the royal court,where James was busy developing his
English version of the theory of the divine right of kings.

+ The play was first performed not long after the Gunpowder Plot. Shakespeare shows the murderers of a king tormented by theirown guilt and driven to their doom.

+ |t was believed that kings were appointed by ‘divine right’ and were anocinted by God. To kill a king was considered the worstsin and a terrible crime.

+  Macbeth is a tragedy and the character of Macheth is a fragic hero

+ (Gender Roles: Women were considered subordinate to men. They took status from meninsaciely, and LM's role as a nebleman’s wife was to manage the household and
entertain. For men, in Scotland especially, there was a warrior culture where men were seen to be bloodthirsty. Utimately, women were seen to be weak bodied and men as
powerful, dominant beings. It can be argued that Shakespeare uses Macbeth to subvert these traditional gender roles.

Appearance Vs Reality

Characters say ane fing yet mean
samething ekse and e guphemisms io
hida realty. Wickad and Widient acts
Such 2 murder are cowersd up of the
Elame ks shified onio someone eka

Key Quotes

‘Fair is foul, and foul is.
fair.”

Foreshadowing that people who are sesn as good
will tumn evil (Macbeth) and situstions seen as good
will be bad (prophecies) VWams the reader to not
trust expectations

Are you s man?

LM guestions Macbeth’s manhood as he hallucinates as se=s Banquo's
ghost and then becomes hysterical. This comment conirasts to what

women were like at this ime

Violence
Macbeth comm s viclence Trom the

beginning and condnues 1o do 50 untl
vidience i all he has el

t .
‘worthy” "valiant’

Words used by the Captain and Duncan to describe
Msacheth st the start of the play.

| am afraid to think
what | have don=

ﬁepresems guilt but also Macbeth's downfall as he continues to kill later
in the play. His loyalty for KD and others has been shattered.

Supernatural

The wiiches are a dear image, as wel
& Macbeth disruping the socal and
peiitical arder by kiing KD. Also raging
slomis are prasenied mimorng
Wackethd LM's adts

‘Unsex ma hera.”

Lady Macbeth wanis to be sinpped of female
weskneszs and given the strength of man.

Wisdom? To leave his
wife, his babes?

Lady Macduff eriticizes her husband

Fate

Macbeth puts himse! in the posiiian of
Faring 10 masher fate always and
struggies against parts of the witches
prophecies Ihal do not benafi him

Kingship

115 essential thal he audence see the
righiil King in power al the end of e
piay. Duncan'Maicolm show kngly™
aitrbutes Vs Macbeth who &
dshonaurable,

Macbeth struggles to hide his desire to kill the king. | Something wicked Witchas describe Macbeth's approach.
‘Let not light see my this way comes’
black and deep
desires’
LA tells Macbeth he must sppear to ba innocant, The blood on LA's hands will not wash off. s a motif 2= connects to
Lock like the innccent kind and polite but must deceive the cthers so he is Macbeth saying the ocean could not wash off KD's blood after the
flower but be the serpent | not suspected. Also has religion connotations to Out damned spot! ot ve = ol
under it. Garden of Eden Out | say!
Macbeth is unsure on whether to murder KD. He ‘Life’s but a walking Macbeth veices his gespaiabout the hopelessness of life
begins to hallucinate and comments on the

“Is this a dagger which |

wickedness of the world before being interrupted by

shadow’

Tragedy/Tragic Hero
heconding Yo Arictotle, iragc heroes
slan off as great, but they have a fatal
flaw (namartia). This leads toa
roversal of fortunes (ge0paiRRe) and
the s downtal

see before ma? the ringing of the bell.
“Wash this bleod clean Foreshadows that LM will be overwhelmed with guilt | But swords | smile at. | Macbeth revels in the belief he cannot be killed,
from my hand.’ and ses the blood on her hands as Macbeth does weapons laugh to

here sfter the murder of KD,

Soom

“Ch, full of scorpions is
my mind, dear wife!

Macbeth worrying about the threst from Banguo and
his son

“this dead butcher
and his fiendlike

quesn,’

Malcolm's speech — the end of the play.




Tier 2 Vocabulary:

Asyndeton

a list of phrases which do not have an “and” before the end of
the list.

It gives a sense of endlessness as if the list will continue. The
sense that the list will not end ( there is no ‘and’ to signify the
end) highlights the confidence of the speaker that there is
much more to be said.

Manipulation (noun)
Manipulative (adjective)
To manipulate (verb)

controlling someone or something to your own advantage, often unfairly or
dishonestly

Anagnorisis

the point in a play in which a principal character recognises or
discovers the true nature of their own circumstances:

Nihilism (noun)
Nihilistic (adj)

a belief that nothing has value and that existence is useless

apparition a ghost or ghostlike image of a person. Paranoia feeling fear, anxiety and distrust without having evidence to support these
feelings.
aside aremark not intended to be heard by everyone present. paradox A paradox is a statement that may seem contradictory but can be true (or at
least make sense).
Allegiance loyalty or commitment to a superior or to a group or cause. patriarchal that men were considered to be the leaders and women their inferiors.
Ambition a strong desire to do or achieve something. Prophecy, Prophesies a prediction of what will happen in the future.
Prophetic

To Avenge To inflict harm in return for an injury or wrong done to Patron A patron is a wealthy person who will pay artists to create art

oneself or another.
contrast the state of being strikingly different from something else - regicide the killing of a king (or queen)
in juxtaposition
one being different from another
Dramatic irony Dramatic Irony occurs when the audience (of a drama, film, resolute purposeful, determined, dauntless, unlikely to change your mind, or your
play, etc.) understands something about a character's actions opinion.
or an event but the characters do not.
Epithet Epithet is the literary term for the application of a word or sovereign Sovereign - the ruler of King/queen of the country
phrase to someone that describes that person's attributes or
qualities. Often, this word or phrase, used to describe the
person, becomes synonymous with the person and can be
used as part of his/her name or in place of his/her name.
Equivocation (noun)- half truth, vague and unclear words Suspicion a feeling or belief that someone is guilty of an illegal, dishonest, or unpleasant

To equivocate (verb)-
Equivocal (adj)

to use language which is unclear and deliberately misleading
used to describe language which is tricky and misleading

action

Foreboding =A feeling that something bad will happen Symbols and symbolism Symbolism is when something can represent something else.
Guilt a feeling of having committed wrong or failed in an Tragic hero A great or noble character who is destined or fated to fall from grace.
obligation.
Heinous (adj) wicked, evil, sinful. Tyrant a cruel and oppressive ruler - dictators, or tyrants ruled with tyranny and
Irrational not logical or reasonable Tyranny :2;cr>ugh fear. They maintained power immorally through creating terror and
Tyrannous : .
cruel and oppressive government or rule.
showing power in a cruel way
Loyalty giving or showing firm and constant support or allegiance to a Valour (noun) courage and noble actions in battle

person or institution. Faithful.

Valiant (adjective)




PLOT

ACT 1 The play opens with the three witches gathering and planning to meet Macbeth. Meanwhile, a wounded captain tells King
Duncan about how brave Macbeth has been and has been victorious in the fight against the rebel forces led byMacdonwald. The
rebellious Thane of Cawdor has been captured and is sentenced to death KD decides Macbeth will be Thane of Cawdor. The
witches meet again and tell Macheth's future- he will become Thane of Cawdor and then King. They tell Banque that his children
will be kings. Macbeth demands to know more but the witches vanish and Ross and Angus arrive to tell Macheth his new title. He
then realises that in order to become king, King Duncan has to die. KD announces Malcolm will inherit the throne when he dies
this plants the first seed into Macbeth’s head about how to become King. Macheth writes a letter from Macbeth about his
encounter with the witches but she fears he is too kind to get the throne; when Macbeth comes home they hatch a plan. KD laty
arrives at Macbeth’s castle and that night Lady Macheth continues to goad and persuade Macheth into killing the King

ACT 2 The night of the murder, Banquo and Fleance unexpectedly meet Macbeth. They are surprised to see him and Banquo
gives Macheth a diamond from King Duncan for Lady Macbeth to thank her for her hospitality. Banquo tells Macbeth he dreamt of
the 3 witches but Macbeth lies and says he hasn't even thought of them. Alone, Macbeth hallucinates and sees a vision of a
bloody dagger. He hears a bell ring and goes off to kill KD. Lady Macheth waits for Macheth to retun and reassures herself hat
she drugged the guard's wine so they will not wake up. Macbeth returns and is alarmed- he has heard a noise. Lady Macbeth
realises that he has brought the daggers back and when Macbeth insists he can't go back to plant the knives on the guards, she
goes instead. Whilst she is gone, Macbeth hears knocking and when she comes back, she scolds him for his cowardice and
insists they go to bed The porter opens the door to Macduff and Lennox who are to meet with King Duncan. Macheth takes
Macduff to the chambers and they discover King Duncan is dead. They scream murder, which wakes the rest of the household.
Macbeth explains that he killed the guards in anger and when Macduff questions him Lady Macbeth faints as a distraction

ACT 3 Macheth grows concemed about Banquo as the witches™ prophecy said that Banquo's descendants will be Kings. Macheth
hires two murderers to kill Banquo and Fleance. Lady Macbeth is unaware of these plans. The murderers kill Banquo butFleance
escapes. At the celebratory banquet, Macbeth hallucinates and sees Banquo's ghost sending him inte a frenzy of terror. Lady
Macbeth fries to cover up his odd behaviour but the banquet comes to a premature end and guests begin to question Macbeth's
sanity. Macheth then decides he must revisit the witches to look into the future once more. Meanwhile, Macheth's thanes beginto
turn against him and Macduff meets Malcolm in England to form an army against Macbeth.

ACT 4 The witches show Macbeth three apparitions. The first warns him against Macduff; the second tell shim to fear no man
born of woman and the third says he will fall only when Birmam Wood comes to Dunsinane castle. Macheth believes he is almost
untouchable but when he asks the witches if Banquo's prophecy will come true they show him a procession of eight kinds, all o
whom look like Banquo. Meanwhile, Malcolm tests Macduffs loyalty and the two strategise against Macbeth. Back in Scotland,
Macbeth has Macduff's wife and children murderad.

ACT 5 Lady Macbeth is suffering from sleepwalking and a doctor comes to observe her symptoms. She unwittingly reveals her
guilt as she says she can't wash her hands clean of bloodstains. Macheth is too busy dealing with battle preparations to paymuch
heed to her dreams and expresses anger when the doctor says he can't cure her. As the English army approaches, Lady Macheth
commits suicide. When Macbeth hears of this, he says she should have died at a future date. Macheth still believes, because d
the witches, that he is impregnable to the army but Malcolm has instructed each soldier to cut a tree brand from Birmham wood
and hold it up as disquise. Therefore, Macbeth’s servant reports that Birnham wood is moving to the castle and Macheth becomes
worried but still engages the oncoming army. In the battle, Macbeth kills Young Siward and then battles Macduff where Macduff
tells Macheth he is not born of woman and kills Macbeth and decapitates him. Malcolm is then proclaimed the new king of
Scotland

Characters

Macheth | Is considered 3 hero 2t the beginning of the play. Gets promoted from Thane of Glamis to Thane of
(awdor and eventually King. |s ambitious and manipulated by his wife,

Lady Is manipulztive and does not follow the stereotypical Jacobean woman of this time, Is presented a3

Macheth | stronq atthe beqinning of the taxt and weak at the end when she bacomes insana because of haw quity
she fagls,

King Ouncan | Is the King of Scotiand at the beginning of the play,|5 murdered by Macbeth afier Lady Macbeth
persuades him to 50 he can get the fnoa.

Banquo Macheth's best friend. Is ordered to be and is murdered by Macheth as he poses a5 a threat fo
Macheth's chances of becoming King. Macheth loses trust in Banquo bacause he was prasent when
Macheth saw the witches. Appears 5 a ghost at the banquet after his murder,

Pleange | Banquos son. Ordered to be kiled by Macbeth a3 he is a threat to Macbeth becoming King, however,
Fleanga escapes from the murderers. Foreshadowed that Elaance s 3 ight for Scotiand and Flaanca wil
b the first King (in the witches' predictions) wha will start the line of descendants.

Macduft | Soldier, Thane of Fife and Macbeth's rival. Grows suspicious of Macheth afier KD's murder. Farms 2n
amy with Maleolm in Enaland and kils Macheth at the end: a finure of mortalty.

Lady Macduffs wie. Is murdred along with her son afler Macduff fiees.

Macduff

Malcom | King Duncan's son. Fless to England fier he is kiled. Represents order and once that i restored &t the
end of the play, he bacames King.

Qonalbain | King Duncan's other son wha flees to Ireland after King Duncan i kiled.

The Witches | The three witches apen the play and later met Macbeth with prophecies, which impacts Macheth's ife.
The witches guide Macbeth an the path of his own destruction.

Hecate Known as the Head VWitch or Goddess of Witchcralt Hecate is in charge ofthe three vetches, She is
angry 3t the thre witches but also hints at Macheth's downfal at the end of te scens she apgears in.

Rossand | Ross is Macheth's cousin who, with Lannow, is 3 Sotbsh nable. Lennax questions Macheth and Ross

Lenngx | eventuall tums his back on Macheth and sides with Maleolm and Macduff

Macdonwald | Leader of ebel forees and is killed by Macbeth. Macheth i praised when Macdanald s defeated.

S King Duncan'’s brother and leads the English army against Macbeth. His amy distinguishes itzelf s
Blinam Wood. He is a proud father and declares his approval when his son dies in battle.




