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MUSIC CHARTER

This Charter helps to implement the intent of the Music curriculum every lesson by every teacher.

Music Secondary Curriculum Intent

The Music curriculum at Fulwood Academy is designed to inspire, nurture, and develop every student’s musical potential, promoting creativity, collaboration, cultural understanding, and personal expression through diverse musical experiences. We aim to foster a life-long appreciation of music, supporting students in becoming confident musicians and well-rounded individuals.
Music embodies some of the highest forms of human creativity. A high-quality Music education should engage, inspire and challenge pupils; equipping them with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent, perform, appraise and create their own music. As pupils progress, they should be able to think critically and develop a more rigorous understanding of music. They should also know how music both reflects and shapes our history, and contributes to the culture, creativity and wealth of our nation. 

Aims and Objectives 
· Develop Musical Skills: Equip students with practical and theoretical knowledge in performing, composing, and listening to a wide variety of musical styles and genres.
· Creativity & Expression: Encourage creativity, self-expression, and innovation through music-making, fostering a deep connection to music as a form of personal and cultural identity.
· Inclusivity & Collaboration: Promote inclusive learning, ensuring all students have access to high-quality music education, regardless of ability or background, while encouraging collaboration in ensemble and group settings.
· Cultural Awareness: Cultivate an understanding and appreciation of diverse musical traditions, both from the UK and worldwide, promoting respect and curiosity about different cultures.
· Confidence & Well-being: Build students' confidence, resilience, and mental well-being through performance opportunities, teamwork, and the personal discipline music requires.
· Achievement & Progression: Provide a clear progression path from beginner to advanced levels, preparing students for further music education or careers in the arts, should they choose to pursue it.

Curriculum Design:
The Music Curriculum is adjusted on an annual basis to ensure increased compliance with the Government “New Plan for Music Education”

· KS3: Focus on broad exposure to various musical styles, foundational theory, basic instrumental skills, and introductory composition and performance projects.
· KS4 (GCSE Music): Deepen theoretical understanding, practical performance, and composition skills through a structured program, aligned with the GCSE specification, ensuring diverse musical experiences.


Key Learning Experiences: 

· Performing: Opportunities for solo, ensemble, and public performances (concerts, recitals, and school events), developing confidence and stage presence.
· Composing: Encourage creativity through composition projects, exploring both traditional and digital music-making.
· Listening & Appraising: Develop critical listening skills, exploring key works from classical, popular, and world music traditions, as well as understanding the cultural and historical context of music.
· Music Technology: Offer access to music technology tools for recording, composing, and editing, reflecting the evolving role of digital music in contemporary practice.


Enrichment and Extra Curricular Activities

· School Ensembles: Support and develop a variety of musical ensembles (choirs, orchestras, bands, etc dependent on pupil availability) to foster teamwork and practical skills.
· Workshops & Trips: Provide opportunities for students to engage with professional musicians through workshops, masterclasses, and trips to concerts, festivals, and musical institutions.
· School Productions: Collaborate with the Drama Department and other arts areas for school productions, musicals, and community performances.
· Competitions & Awards: Encourage students to participate in local, regional, and national music competitions and festivals, recognizing their achievements through awards and certificates.


Implementing the intent through the Charter:

· Ensure all lessons begin with a Do It Now Activity that encourages short, medium and long-term recall, so that key links can be made between the intertwining aspects of the subject.

· Ensure that learning objectives are clear and concise, as well as making links to the ‘Big Picture’.

· Model key musical and creative concepts and techniques to inspire students and secure understanding. 

· Use key subject specific language to enable pupils to articulate creative concepts with accuracy in both the spoken and written word.

· Use a range of effective questioning strategies to draw out deeper understanding of key concepts.

· Build in regular opportunities to check for understanding during the lesson, so that misconceptions can be identified and further progress made.

· Check that new learning is being retained to the working memory at the start and end of lessons.

· Ensure pupils take pride in their work and provide clear evidence of development and understanding of knowledge and skills.

· Ensure turn and talk is used where appropriate to support oracy, collaborative thinking, and rehearsal of key creative vocabulary before whole-class feedback/ written responses/ cold call questions.

· Ensure cold call questioning and showing of students’ creative work is consistently used to ensure all students are accountable for their learning and to check understanding across the class. No hands up policy is used to check full class understanding and to allow for effective targeting of questioning.

· Ensure visualisers and other means to show creative work are used frequently and with clear purpose, including:
Live modelling of exemplar creative responses, with teacher explanation to help students understand assessment criteria, high level work and areas to improve.
Modelling written tasks such as annotation.
Live feedback on student work (Show Call), using anonymised or named examples to celebrate success and understand assessment criteria.
Teacher demonstrations to show exemplar practice, process and sequencing.

· Ensure full class showing of work is used after starters and at end of lesson where appropriate to foster ‘no opt out’ where students have a culture of being proud of work and to enable group critiques where students can give feedback and learn from their peers.

· Ensure teacher modelled examples, both live and pre-prepared, are used regularly to show students examples of professional practice, foster high expectations, illustrate process and build teacher respect of their artistic ability.  Teachers should be modelling all aspects of curriculum and all work expected of students, enabling and fostering stretch and challenge.
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