19th September 2011

Dear Parent / Carer,

We were delighted with our much improved GCSE results in August. Our A-C percentage grade moved up 14% to 77%.  Our A-C including English and Maths improved by 12%. Staff and students know that we are on a journey to improve Teaching and Learning and were pleased that the drive to improve standards is beginning to show. We are very pleased 58 students have entered our new Sixth Form programme.

I would like to thank parents for their support in introducing the new Academy uniform. Students look smarter and thus prouder of themselves and of the Academy. I would like to also thank parents for taking the time to reply to our Questionnaire. Only by listening both to students and to parents can we work together to improve our provision.

I write to let you know that we will be holding our Open Evening on Thursday 22nd September. We will therefore be closing the Academy early at 12.20pm in order for staff to prepare for the evening which starts at 6pm. May I warmly welcome you to come to see what we are doing and share our plans for the future. You are most welcome to meet staff and discuss with us our educational provision. It has been a pleasure visiting Primary Schools during the last couple of weeks talking both to students and to prospective parents about the changes going on at the academy. It would be a pleasure to welcome you on the evening of the 22nd.

We are also holding our Open Evening on Thursday 29th September at 6.00pm for entry into our Sixth Form for September 2012. Our new building is planned to open in September so we anticipate considerable interest for places.

We are concerned that all of our students should eat well when they are at the Academy, and with our caterers we offer hot food at lunchtime every day.  Depending on your own circumstances your son or daughter may be eligible for a free meal each day.  If you think this may be the case then can I suggest you contact the local authority at the address below to ask for an assessment of your child’s entitlement?  The local authority will then let us know of your child’s eligibility.  If you do think that your child is entitled to a meal, please let us have a copy of your notification of entitlement and we will ensure that our caterers provide what your son or daughter needs.  The value of a free school meal is £2.10.
The contact details for the local authority are:

Welfare Benefits Team

Pupil Access 
Lancashire County Council

JDO, East Cliff

Preston      PR1 3JT

Telephone number: 01772 533608

Yours sincerely,

Richard Smyth

Principal
